
Q1: Are subconsultants required to provide all the same information required of the 
prime contractor, or only where information is stipulated as being required from 
subcontractor?  For instance, Section 3.4.5 states that contractor will require subs to 
meet same insurance requirements.  Do subs needs to provide a certificate of insurance 
with the proposal?   

A1: At the time of the submission of the RFP bid, an Offeror must include its insurance 
certificate, current as of March 15, 2017. (See Section 4.4.2.12.)  Within 5 days of 
recommendation for contract award, the prime contractor must submit its current 
insurance certificate that meets the requirements of Section 3.4 of the RFP. (See also 
Section 5.6(i) of the RFP.)  Section 3.4.5 requires the Contractor to ensure that any 
subcontractors providing primary services obtain and maintain the same levels of 
insurance and shall provide the Contract Minotor with the same document as is required 
of the Contractor.   

For purposes of responding to the RFP, the Offeror should assume that upon Notice to 
Proceed, the Contract Monitor will require such information from the prime contractor 
selected for contract award.  

Q2:  Do sub-consultants need to provide the following information or just the prime 
contractor? 1. 3 references;  2.Current or past (5 years) state contracts.3. Financial 
capacity.  

A2: Only the Offeror (not the “subconsultants”) are required to submit the items identified 
above. 

Q3: Section 3.4.3.e says “Crime Insurance as required in section 3.4.4, however “Crime 
Insurance” is not mentioned in that section.  In that context, does Crime Insurance refer 
to cyber liability? 

A3: There is a typo w/in the RFP.  The reference should be to Section 3.4.7. 

Q4:  FAC-2.2 Specific Requirements.  Is Activity B (Geomorphic Data Analysis) 
assumed to be for analyzing previously-collected geomorphic data or will data collection 
for this task to be part of the contract work? 

A4: Work for this task will consist of analysis of previously collected data and, depending 
on the results of analyses, could also include assisting DNR in the collection of 
additional data.  Sampling assistance would be limited to providing geomorphology 
protocol expertise to assist DNR sampling crews.  The actual field sampling component 
would not exceed one contractor staff member assisting with 13 sites per year.   

Q5:  Task A (Site Selections and Permissions) says “The Contractor shall (1) continue 
sampling and support DNR in site selection. What is meant by “sampling”? Is there a 
field component to this task as well? Please clarify. 

A5: There is not an MBSS field data collection component to this task.  Here “sampling” 
refers to selecting sites for MBSS monitoring to represent the condition of streams in 
Maryland and Maryland watersheds.  The MBSS uses an established protocol for 



generating a valid “sample” of stream sites to represent stream conditions.  Please see 
the answer to Question 7 below for details. 

Q6:  Is the contractor responsible for sending permission letters to the landowners or is 
that done by DNR?  If it is done by the contractor, will a template be provided and will it 
need to be a certified letter? 

A6: Permission letters are sent by the contractor.  A template will be provided by DNR.  
A certified letter is not necessary.  In addition to permission for sites to represent the 
condition of streams, permission will also be required for additional sites where DNR 
chooses the site location and provides the site locations as geographic coordinates to 
the contractor.  The total number of sites sampled ranges typically from 200 to 250 per 
year. 

Q7:  Is there an established methodology or written Standard Operating Procedure for 
random site selection? The MBSS Quality Assurance Project Plan does not provide 
sufficient detail about the site selection process.  In order for the MBSS data site 
selection to be comparable to previous data, we would need to know the exact 
methodology used to select sites.  This would need to be obtained prior to proposal 
submittal in order to prepare a scope/cost.  

A7: The current round of MBSS sampling consists of sampling sites that were previously 
sampled during rounds one and two.  The method for selecting sites for sampling is 
described at this web site and links to documents found on this web site -
 http://dnr.maryland.gov/streams/Pages/round4.aspx and will be consistent with what 
has been done in the past. DNR staff will be also available to the selected contractor to 
answer questions and guide the site selection process. 
 

Q8:  Is a map depicting the MBSS site and affected properties required by the contractor 
for each letter?  

A8: Yes. 
 
An interactive map with parcel information is available on line 
at www.mdmerlin.net .  The interactive map can be viewed by clicking on the “interactive 
map V 2.0” tab. The parcel boundaries can be viewed on this map by clicking on the box 
next to the “Parcel Boundaries/SDAT Data” layer. The property owner information can 
be accessed by clicking on the parcels on the map. 

Q9:  Can PPRP provide an estimate of task hours for Function Area C (MBSS) like you 
have done for the other FAs?  Without a more detailed description of the scope of 
services it is difficult to determine an appropriate level of effort. Other categories provide 
an estimate of hours and the price proposal can be populated with rates and extensions 
to determine a total cost.  Without this, it will be difficult to assess fees between 
proposals. 

A9:  Attachment F-3, the financial proposal form for Function Area C specifically requires 
this information.  Therefore, DNR cannot provide an estimate of task hours for this 
functional area.  Note that DNR did not provide an estimate of task hours for Functional 

http://dnr.maryland.gov/streams/Pages/round4.aspx
http://www.mdmerlin.net/


Areas A or B.  Evaluation Hours were provided in order to create a Total Evaluated 
Price.  The methodology is not the same.  (In the case of Functional Areas A and B, 
labor rates are established for Year 1, followed by an annual Consumer Price Index 
adjustment.)  However, it may be helpful to note that Section FAC-1 of Attachment P of 
the RFP does state that, “Historically, PPRP has found that over the 5-year period of 
satisfactory performance of the work set forth below, compensation and payment will not 
exceed $300,000.00.”  In addition, the following information may be helpful: 
 
Trust Fund Site Support and Restoration Project Summary - Information about the 
Trust Fund support provided previously by the MBSS (including protocol development 
and training support) can be found at this web site: 
http://dnr.maryland.gov/streams/Pages/trustfund.aspx 
  
Geomorphic data analysis: - Section 5.9 (page 38) of the MBSS sampling manual 
(provided with the RFP) provides the protocols used at MBSS random and restoration 
(Trust Fund) sites.  The RFP is to provide analysis support using the data that have 
been collected since 2014.  
  
Site Selection and Permission: - The current round of MBSS sampling consists of 
sampling sites that were previously sampled during rounds one and two. The method for 
selecting sites for sampling is described at this web site and links to documents found on 
this web site: http://dnr.maryland.gov/streams/Pages/round4.aspx.  In addition to 
permission for sites to represent the condition of streams, permission will also be 
required for additional sites where DNR chooses the site location and provides the site 
locations as geographic coordinates to the contractor. The total number of sites sampled 
ranges typically from 200 to 250 per year.  
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