
PPRAC Meeting Minutes of March 7, 2016 

 

The Power Plant Research Advisory Committee met on March 7, 2016 at Renditions in 

Davidsonville, Maryland.  Attached are the meeting’s agenda, the list of attendees, presentations, 

and handouts.  Provided below is a summary of the meeting content and action items.  

 

PPRAC’s co-chairmen, Kenneth Capps and Peter Dunbar, welcomed the committee.  Ted 

Garrish, PPRP’s new director, introduced himself to the group and provided introductory 

remarks. 

 

Cumulative Environmental Impact Report (CEIR) 18 

Bob Sadzinski presented an overview of the past CEIRs and the proposed schedule for the 

newest report, CEIR 18.  This legislatively mandated, biennial report summarizes information 

regarding the impacts of electric power generation and transmission on Maryland’s 

environmental, socioeconomic, and cultural resources.  The plan is to finalize CEIR-18 in 

September 2016. 

Action Item: PPRP will submit the draft CEIR-18 to the PPRAC in early July 2016 for review.  

PPRAC comments will be due back to PPRP by late July.  (Status: On Schedule) 

 

SmartDG Demonstration) 

Susan Gray presented an overview and demonstration of SmartDG, an online, map-based 

screening tool developed in collaboration with MEA.  Its objective is to assist developers, State 

and county officials, and other stakeholders to identify promising areas for the location of new 1-

10 MW renewable and combined heat and power (CHP) generation projects in Maryland.   

The demonstration covered the website’s features (e.g., drawing, measurement, search, county-

level zoning restrictions etc.).  PPRP emphasized that the tool will be updated to include 

additional features over time, and invited PPRAC to provide feedback.   

Action items: 

 PPPRP will consider modifying the name, “SmartDG,” to more explicitly reflect the fact 

that the tool is not just for behind-the-meter projects.  (Status: Complete.  The tool’s 

name was changed to SmartDG+.) 



 PPRP will consider updating the tool over time to include municipal zoning restrictions, 

show projects that have received CPCNs, and expand attributes related to CHP.  (Status: 

Next updated release of the tool is scheduled for October 2016.)  

 PPRP will send PPRAC the link to the tool’s webpage when it goes live (mid March 

2016).  (Status: Tool is posted on the PPRP website.  Go 

to: http://pprp.info/pprphome.htm.  Then click on: SmartDG+ Online Mapping Tool.)  

 

Recent Renewable Projects 

John Sherwell presented an update on the status of renewables in Maryland.  This included a 

summary of federal incentives - the Production Tax Credit and the Investment Tax Credit and 

state incentives – and the Renewable Portfolio Standard.  Current PPRP activities have focused 

on photovoltaic generation projects.  An unusually large number of CPCN applications were 

filed in CY15 due mainly to the impending termination of the ITC which required qualifying 

projects to be online by the end of 2016.  No wind projects were submitted for review; however a 

number of projects that qualified for CPCN exemptions were built, all in Garrett County.  There 

are about 200MW online in Maryland and another 60MW is scheduled for completion in 2017.  

The presentation concluded with a brief discussion on the status of energy storage in PJM and 

how battery storage in particular is supporting renewables on the grid. 

Action Items:  

 PPRP will provide MEA and MCEC with a version of the presentation that contains more 

details on the ITC and PTC. (Status: Completed.) 

 PPRP confirmed that the PPRP document, The Renewables Inventory Report, will be 

updated and available in the Fall 2016. (Status: On schedule.) 

 

MD Electric Reliability Tree Trimming (MERTT) 

Fred Kelley presented a summary of PPRP's involvement with the Maryland Electric Reliability 

Tree Trimming (MERTT) Council, specifically its management of the MERTT tree database 

over the past decade. The presentation included background on MERTT, a description of the 

database, the development of data collection methods and reporting, and reviewed some of the 

findings of the summary report issued in 2010. The presentation concluded with next steps for 

continuing MERTT tree data collection, which included revising the database, transitioning how 

data is collected and reported, and plans to integrate results with the PSC's RM-43 reporting 

requirements. 

 

 

http://pprp.info/pprphome.htm
http://pprp.info/SmartDG/Index.htm


Status of Hydroelectric Facilities Relicensing on the Lower Susquehanna River 

Shawn Seaman presented a summary of the hydroelectric facilities located on the Lower 

Susquehanna River, with an emphasis on the three facilities being relicensed by FERC.  The 

presentation included certain FERC-required conditions of the York Haven and Muddy Run 

facilities, a quick overview of the Safe Harbor and Holtwood facilities (which are not going 

through relicensing at this time) and a detailed discussion on Conowingo's relicensing efforts to 

date.  The discussion on Conowingo focused on water quality, fish passage, protection of RTE 

species, minimum flows and debris management.  

 

Long Term Electricity Report (LTER) Update 2016 

Susan Gray and Steve Estomin provided information on the LTER update efforts.  Originally 

prepared per Executive Order 01.01.2010.16, the LTER provides a comprehensive assessment of 

approaches to meet Maryland’s long-term electricity needs.  For the update, PPRP will assess 

future electric energy and peak demand requirements for Maryland over the 20-year period 

2015-2035.  In 2016, PPRP will be requesting feedback from PPRAC on the project’s key 

assumptions, scenarios, and assessment results. 

Susan and Steve presented (1) a brief history of the original 2011 LTER and its 2013 Reference 

Case (RC) update; (2) an overview of the ABB model; (3) the types of assumptions (or inputs) 

that PPRP will need to provide ABB in order to reflect expectations (e.g., for future load growth, 

fuel prices, and renewable capacity additions); and (4) a proposed list of alternative scenarios, 

which will be used to estimate the implications of different economic, regulatory, and 

infrastructure conditions that may occur over the LTER’s 20-year study period.   

PPRP plans to establish an LTER working group to review modeling assumptions and results 

and provide other input on the project.  PPRP will hold a meeting in Fall 2016 to receive 

PPRAC’s input on the LTER draft report.  

 

Action item: PPRAC will identify individuals to participate in an informal LTER Working Group 

that will provide input and feedback on the development of the LTER 2016 update. (Status: 

Complete - first Working Group webex is scheduled for the last week of June 2016.) 

LTER Working Group Action Items.  (Status: Action items will be addressed in Working Group 

discussions.) 

 PPRP will confirm the current renewables capacity in Maryland and will develop a draft 

assumption of the renewable energy capacity additions to be determined in the model.  

PPRP will distribute this information to LTER Working Group for review. 



 PPRP will determine if biomass and biomass gasification can be selected by the ABB 

model to meet demand, or if the addition of biomass generators is user-specified like 

wind and solar.   

 

 ABB’s model typically provides results by PJM region.  PPRP will work with ABB to 

revisit subdividing the PJM-Mid East region of the model to be more specifically geared 

to Maryland. 

 An alternative scenario based on high/low RGGI prices would entail assumptions on the 

development of the RGGI cap, since the model generates the RGGI allowance prices.  

PPRP will work with PPRAC LTER Working Group to define these assumptions as 

applicable. 

 PPRP will develop an alternative scenario concerning combined solar and energy 

storage facilities. 

 PJM is modeling the impact of Clean Power Plan compliance, and plans to report its 

results this spring.  PPRP will review this report since it may be a good source of 

assumptions for the LTER’s “EPA regulations” scenario. 

 ABB’s 90/10% intervals for high and low natural gas prices are too broad.  PPRP will 

develop assumptions specific for the LTER. 

 PPRP needs guidance on whether to apply a high renewable energy scenario only for 

Maryland or for all of PJM. 

 PPRP will develop assumptions on projected temperature increases for a potential 

alternative scenario on climate change. 

 

The meeting minutes and attachments will be posted on the PPRP website. 

  


